
EXERCISES OF REPHRASING 
 
1. The motorboat was too expensive for him to buy. 

He couldn´t afford to buy the motorboat because it was too expensive. 
2. She hasn´t celebrated her birthday at home for three years. 

She last celebrated her birthday at home three years ago. 
3. She hasn´t taken her car for the mechanic for two years. 

The last time she took her car to the mechanic was two years ago. 
4. He has been drinking too much alcohol for two years. 

He started drinking too much alcohol two years ago. 
5. They have had freedom in the country for over a century. 

They won freedom in the country over a century ago. 
6. I haven´t drunk sherry for a month. 

The last time I drunk sherry was a month ago. 
7. He has been working as a bodyguard for five months. 

He started working as a bodyguard five months ago./ He started his job as a bodyguard five 
months ago. 

8. It’s two weeks since he last went to the theatre to see a play. 
The last time he went to the theatre to see a play was two weeks ago. 

9. Despite the fact that he had been vaccinated he caught the flu. 
Although he had been vaccinated, he caught the flu. 

10. In spite of the fact that I had put two lumps of sugar in my coffee, it was still bitter. 
Although I had put two lumps of sugar in my coffee, it was still bitter. 

11. Unlikely as it may seem, I´m telling you the truth. 
Although it may seem unlikely, I´m telling you the truth. 

12. I think his popularity is increasing day after day. 
It looks as if his popularity is increasing day after day. 

13. You look as though you had seen a ghost! 
You look as if you had seen a ghost! 

14. She´ll become an air hostess only if she is not afraid of heights. 
She´ll become an air hostess as long as she is not afraid of heights. 

15. He´ll inherit everything provided he´s a good son. 
He´ll inherit everything as long as he´s a good son. 

16. Having saved some money, they got married. 
As soon as they had saved some money, they got married. 

17. Having listened to the news, she phoned her solicitor. 
As soon as she had listened to the news, she phoned her solicitor. 

18. On being recognized, she was photographed by many paparazzi. 
As soon  as she was recognised, she was photographed by many paparazzi. 

19. The global warming of the planet will probably have catastrophic consequences.  
The global warming of the planet is likely to have catastrophic consequences. 

20. I´ve already done the washing-up. You needn´t use the dishwasher. 
I´ve already done the washing-up. It´s not necessary for you to use the diswasher. 

21. I´m feeling better. You needn´t stay with me all night long.  
I´m feeling better. It isn´t necessary for you to stay with me all night long. 

22. Henry finds it strange to eat snails. 
Henry is not used to eating snails. 

23. She was very sad when people treated her like that. 
She was very sad as she was not used to being treated like that. 

24. They called me several times during their stay in Morocco. 
It was while they were in Morocco that they called me several times. 

25. Do you prefer reading poetry?  
Is it poetry that you prefer reading? 

26. The thing that causes the trouble in this city is the rain. 
It´s the rain that causes the trouble in this city. 

27. What bothers him is the people selling things at traffic lights. 
It´s the people selling things at traffic lights that bothers him. 

28. You didn´t earn as much as you had been told. 
You earned less than you had been told. 

 



29. This is the coldest winter we remember. 
We don´t remember such a cold winter 

30. Don´t touch the match or you´ll burn your  finger. 
If you touch the match, you´ll burn your finger. 

31. You won´t be employed by this company unless your performance is good. 
If your performance is good, you will be employed by this company. 

32. He said he wouldn’t resign provided another solution was found. 
He said he would resign if another solution wasn´t found. 

33. Unless you stepped on my feet, I would dance with you. 
If you didn´t step on my feet, I would dance with you. 

34. I didn´t notice the man was in danger so I didn´t help him. 
If I had noticed the man was in danger, I would have helped him. 

35. Without your support I wouldn´t have been able to face the situation. 
If it hadn´t been for your support, I wouldn´t have been able to face the situation. 

36. I accused my father of not paying attention to me when I was a child. 
“You  didn´t pay attention to me when I was a child” 

37. She admitted that she hadn´t stopped at the red light. 
“ Yes, I didn´t stop at the red light” 

38. Henry invited me to have a whisky with me 
“ Would you like to have a whisky with me?” 

39. He warned us that there were plenty of wasps there. 
“ Be careful. There are plenty of wasps here”. 

40. He told her not to call his home in case his wife picked up the phone. 
“ Don´t call me home in case my wife picks up the phone”, he said to her. 

41. She asked me if I had seen a red wallet on the pavement.. 
“ Have you seen a red wallet on the pavement?” she asked me. 

42. She wasn´t happy with her present. Neither was her brother. 
She wasn´t happy with her present. Her brother wasn´t happy either. 

43. Despite ( her) training very hard, she seldom wins the matches. 
Even though she trains very hard, she seldom wins her matches. 

44. The only one with whom I don´t want to work is Stephen. 
I want to work with everybody else but/except Stephen. 

45. Apart from the wound on his leg, he was unhurt. 
Except for the wound on his leg, he was unhurt. 

46. Eric is keen on flying. 
Eric is fond of flying. 

47. She was hooked on gambling, which made her lose a lot of money. 
She was hooked on gambling making her lose a lot of money. 

48. Since you get on well with people, you won´t have problems at the spa 
Getting on well with people , you won´t have problems at the spa. 

49. You shouldn´t eat salty things. They´re bad for your blood pressure. 
You´d better not eat salty things. They´re bad for your blood pressure.  

50. The carpenter will repair the shutters of his bedroom tomorrow. 
He will have the shutters of his bedroom repaired tomorrow. 

51. As we live on the first floor, we need some bars for the windows.  
As we live on the first floor, we should have some bars for the windows made. 

52. Their new air-conditioning was installed last week. 
They had their new air-conditioning installed last week. 

53. The turkey she cooked for Christmas was so big! 
How big the turkey she cooked for Christmas was! 

54. We´ll catch the shark, no matter how dangerous it is. 
However dangerous it is, we´ll catch the shark. 

55. Without his glasses, he can´t see a thing. 
Without his glasses, he is  as blind as a bat. 

56. She should have taken an umbrella with her. 
If only she had taken an umbrella with her. 

57. Listening to other people´s problems is something good. 
It is good to listen to other people´s problems. 

58. While I was talking to her I realised she was suffering a lot. 
In  talking to her I realised that she was suffering a lot. 



59. He took the safe keys with him because he thought the security officer might have gone home. 
He took the safe keys with him in case the security officer had gone home. 

60. She set the timer to avoid overcooking the beans. 
She set the timer in order to avoid overcooking the beans. 

61. The first programme that was broadcast after the end of the dictatorship as about war. 
The first programme to have been broadcast after the end of the dictatorship was about war. 

62. She´s the only person who has ever won so much money at the lottery. 
She´s the only person ever to have won so much money at the lottery. 

63. He seems to have been operated on last year. 
It seems that he was operated on last year. 

64. He realised that the threat was real when he heard the explosion. 
Only when he heard the explosion, did he realise (that) the threat was real. 

65. I would never have thought that he could betray me. 
Never would I have thought that he could betray me. 

66. You mustn´t enter the operating theatre under any circumstances. 
Under no circumstances must you enter the operating theatre. 

67. She had hardly started to speak when some people went out of the room. 
Hardly had she started to speak when some people went out of the room. 

68. They were not aware of their difficult situation until they ran out of water. 
Not until they ran out of water were they aware of their difficult situation. 

69. Immediately after the hailstorm, the city centre was in a state of chaos. 
No sooner had the hailstorm finished than the city centre was in a state of chaos. 

70. They didn´t at all imagine that their neighbours belonged to a terrorist group. 
ittle did they imagine that their neighbours belonged to a terrorist group. 

71. As soon as he started using the new razor, he cut himself with it. 
No sooner had he started using the new razor than he cut himself with it. 

72. It makes no difference whether some food is left. She has to cook all the dishes for the menu. 
It doesn´t matter whether some food is left. She has to cook all the dishes for the menu. 

73. It doesn´t matter whether he´s sleepy or not. He has to start work at 6 a.m. 
It makes no difference whether he´s sleepy or not. He has to start work at 6 a.m. 

74. We need a new fridge. Don´t you think we should buy one? 
We need a new fridge. Don´t you think it´s  ( high) time we bought one? 

75. There´s no point in you trying the skirt on. It´s too small. 
It´s no use your trying  the skirt on. It´s too small. 

76. She hates borrowing things from other people. 
She hates other people lending her things. 

77. You won´t be allowed to have lunch unless you wash your hands. 
I won´t let you have lunch unless you wash your hands. 

78. I don´t like restaurants of this kind. They are too posh. 
I don´t like restaurants like this. They´re too posh. 

79. He knows how to do a cartwheel. 
He can do a cartwheel. 

80. My sister-in-law knew how to ride a bicycle when she was four. 
My sister-in-law could ride a bicycle when she was four. 

81. It´s possible that he will study in a public school. 
He may study in a public school. 

82. I´m certain Roger and Angela have been to England. They speak with a very good accent now. 
Roger and Angela must have been to England. They speak with a very good accent now. 

83. You are quite slim. It´s not necessary for you to do so much exercise.  
You are quite slim. You needn´t do so much exercise. 

84.Your hair needs washing. 
You ought to wash your hair. 

85. Why don´t we go to an amusement arcade this afternoon? 
Shall we go to an amusement arcade this afternoon? 

86. Would you like me to lend you the amount you need? 
I´ll lend you the amount you need, if you like. 

87. When she was a young girl she used to wear high-heeled shoes. 
When she was a young girl she would wear high-heeled shoes. 

88. Leo doesn´t drive carefully. Frank doesn’t drive carefully either. 
Leo doesn´t drive carefully. Neither does Frank. 



89. The file I was looking for wasn´t either of the ones on the table. 
Neither of the files on the table  was the one I was looking for. 

90. The child´s eyes were wide open. It was the first time he had ever been to the circus. 
The child´s eyes were wide open. He had never been  to the circus before. 

91. She thinks she is too fat and she eats hardly anything. 
She thinks she´s too fat and she eats almost nothing 

92. My two-year-old daughter wants to do everything by herself. 
My two-year-old daughter wants to do everything on her own. 

93. It is said that they are lovers. 
They are said to be lovers 

94. It is believed that the ozone layer is being damaged by pollution. 
The ozone layer is believed to be being damaged by pollution. 

95. He is thought to be hiding in a foreign country. 
It is thought to be hiding in a foreign country. 

96. I must add a clove of garlic to the stew. 
  A clove of garlic must be added to the stew. 
97. He was gluing the pieces of the broken toy. 

The pieces of the broken toy were being glued. 
98. He told me he had written a soap opera. 

He told me a soap opera had been written. 
99. Some hooligans smashed the shop window last night. 

The shop window was smashed by some hooligans last night. 
100. Some camels are carrying a group of tourists through the desert. 

A group of tourists is being carried through the desert ( by some camels) 
101. He has used a nutcracker to open the nuts. 

A nutcracker has been used to open the nuts. 
102. She often dyes her hair dark brown. 

Her hair is often dyed dark brown. 
103. If you make a decision about the matter, let me know. 

If you make up your mind about the matter, let me know. 
104. As the TV programme was so boring, he fell asleep on the sofa. 

As the TV programmed was so boring, he dropped off on the sofa. 
105. I´m not going to tolerate such behaviour in my own house. 

I´m not going to put up with such behaviour in my own house. 
106. They took a detective on to investigate the kidnapping. 

They took a detective on to look into the kidnapping. 
107. Although I´ve been faced with an important problem I won´t give up. 

Although I´ve come up against an important problem, I won´t give up. 
108. After the operation he didn´t feel capable of sitting for a long time. 

After the operation, he didn´t feel up to sitting for a long time. 
109. Don´t worry. I´ll find time to shorten your dress. 

Don´t worry. I´ll get round to shortening your dress. 
110. Her happiness compensates for all the difficult moments she´s lived. 

Her happiness makes up for all the difficult moments she´s lived. 
111. His father scolded him for not passing all the subjects at school. 

His father told him off for not passing all the subjects at school. 
112. We´ll have to walk up the stairs because the lift is out of order. 

We´ll have to walk up the stairs because the lift has broken down. 
113. She changed some things in the computer programme to make it impossible for it to get a virus. 

She changed some things in the computer programme to prevent it from getting a virus. 
114. He said he would resign if another solution wasn´t found. 

He said he wouldn´t resign provided another solution was found. 
 115. I wish I had gone to the doctor before. My back would be all right now. 

I regret not having gone/not going to the doctor before. My book would be all right now. 
116. The girl he was looking at was really pretty. 

The girl at whom he was looking was really pretty. 
117. The company she was working for was one of the biggest in the country. 

The company for which she was working was one of the biggest in my country. 
118. This is the village where we spend our holidays every summer. 

We spend our holidays in this village every summer. 



119. Paul´s brother won the first prize in the contest. 
Paul is the boy whose brother won the first prize in the contest. 

120. You didn´t forget to switch off the car lights, did you? 
You remembered to switch off the car lights, didn´t you? 

121. “You didn´t pay attention to me when I was a child”, I said to my father. 
I accused my father of not paying attention to me when I was a child. 

122. “ Yes, I didn´t stop at the red light”, she said. 
She admitted not having stopped at the red light. 

123. “ You should have a look at your grammar book every day”, he told me. 
He advised me to have a look at my grammar book every day. 

124. “ Ok, You have found the best solution”, my boss told me. 
We agreed that I had found the best solution. 

125. “ I´m sorry I didn´t send you the letter”, she said to me. 
She apologised for not having sent me a letter. 

126. “ Give me some food for the children”, the woman begged us. 
The woman begged us to give her some food for the children. 

137. “ You shouldn´t have told anybody about it”, my friend told me. 
My friend complained about me having told somebody about it/ about me telling somebody 
about it. 

138. “ Would you like to have a whisky with me?” Henry asked me. 
Henry invited me to have a whisky with him. 

139. “ I´ll move the piano to the other room”, I said. 
I offered to move the piano to the other room. 

140 “I´ll help you to do your homework as soon as I can”, he told his son. 
He promised his son ( that) he would help him to do his homework as soon as he could . 
He promised to help his son to do his homework as soon as he could. 

141. “ Don´t forget to set the alarm clock”, you told me. 
You reminded me to set the alarm clock. 

142. “ Why don´t you go out more often, Sarah?”said George. 
George suggested going out more often/ that Sarah should go out more often. 

143. “Was there an outbreak of cholera last year?”, the doctor asked. 
The doctor asked if there had been an outbreak of cholera the previous year. 

144. “Please, open your mouth wide.”, the dentist said. 
The dentist asked me to open my mouth wide. 

145. “We arrested them for illegal entry in the country”, the police officer said. 
The police officer said that they had arrested them for illegal entry in the country. 

146. We haven´t elected a new government for four years. 
It´s four years since we last elected a new government. 

147. How fast he ran! Nobody could overtake him. 
He ran so fast that nobody could overtake him. 

148. The coal miner ran out of the mine to avoid being trapped. 
The coal miner ran out of the mine so as not to be trapped. 

149. Before being sold, our products are examined in order to check their quality. 
Before being sold, our products are examined so as to check their quality. 

150. I won´t listen to your explanation unless you listen to mine first. 
I´ll listen to your explanation so long as you listen to mine first. 

151. They made several complaints to the manager to prevent the same things from happening 
again. 
They made several complaints to the manager so that the same things could not happen again. 

152. He managed to get the official licence to open the bar. 
He succeeded in getting the official licence to open the bar. 

153. The job was so dangerous that he was paid an extra salary. 
It was such a dangerous job that he was paid an extra salary. 

154. Don’t make so much noise while you are eating your soup. 
Stop making so much noise while you are eating your soup. 

155. I´ve never seen such a horrible picture of the war. 
It´s the first time I have ever seen such a horrible picture of the war. 

156. It took the men a month to mend the road. 
Mending the road took the men a month. 

 



157. Preparing her camera for a photograph takes her five minutes. 
It takes her five minutes to prepare her camera for a photograph. 

158. Everybody else is going to the excursion but your cousin. 
The only one who is not going to the excursion is your cousin. 

159. I can´t understand the reason for her loneliness. 
I can´t understand the reason why she feels loney. 

160. It´s no use trying to sell the Egyptian painting. Anybody can see it is a fake. 
There´s no point in trying to sell the Egyptian painting. Anybody can see it as a fake. 

161. The shepherd took his flock off the road so that the sheep would not be run over by a car. 
The shepherd took his flock off the road to make it impossible for the sheep to be run over by a 
car 

162. The synchronised swimming team trained hard so that they could get a medal. 
The synchronised swimming team trained hard to make it possible for them to get a medal. 

163. If it doesn´t bother you, I´ll smoke a cigarette.  
I´ll smoke a cigarette unless it bothers you. 

164. It was worth waiting for such a long time as she managed to touch her favourite singer´s arm. 
It was worth waiting for such a long time as she was able to touch her favourite singer´s arm. 

165. I am listening to an opera on the radio. 
What I am listening to on the radio is an opera. 

167. I´ll give her the note, even if she doesn´t read it. 
I´ll give her the note, whether she reads it or not. 

168. If only I had a good ear for music. 
I wish I had a good ear for music. 

169. They prefer taking photographs to recording everything in a video. 
They´d rather take photographs than record everything in a video. 

 


